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A STUDY IN CHARACTERS

The human mind can scan the farthest stars and galaxies,
unravel the secrets of the unfathomable oceans, and probe all mys-
teries of nature how so-ever deep or subtle. Such human mind
peculiarly enough shrinks down sometimes to the narrowest con-
fines of delusion, greed, anger, pride, prejudice, jealousy, intrigue
and falsehood simply for the sake of some transitory material gain
or pleasure. The history of man tells us that such qualities are
only to bring in ruin to oneself and to humanity around in general.
Surprisingly the same human mind at times exhibits truthfulness,
humility, charity, generosity, chivalry, uncovetousness, faith, kind-
ness, devotion and concentration, etc., even at the cost of imme-
diate meterial gains and life. And lives of all greatmen tell us that
these qualities are blessings for the whole world.

Man with such a complex mind is by nature a social being
cilso. And hence in due course humanity evolved so many social
institutions like marriage, family, religion, state etc., in its pursuit
for comfort, security and salvation. Heredity, surroundings and
circumstances also influence the human activity. But men with
different mental states and urges, acting and interacting with the
community life undergo many stresses and strains, pleasures and
pains.

Thus for a detached observer the whole human life and ac-
tivity presents a captivating drama of typical and, at times, model
characters with their actions and emotions and consequent results